Austin’s Tattoo Artlsts-
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nent works of bodily ar wherever
your heare desires. The lighe-blue
pardor full of friendly employ-
ees has been inking Austinites at
their Congress lacation for four
years now, cAMing a reputation as
one of the moss popular, person-
abde tattoo parlors in town, On
a peaceful Saturday afternoon,
Mmll:lu:!r
Gunn and employee Michael
Nowris discuss are, their jobs and
the perks and pleasures of life as

Austin oo artista
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Chris Gunn

Mot all business owners can

dress for work in Dickics and

black teshires. But for Chris
(unn, owner 4,'-?. Southside
Tatoo, chothes are pust another

art form for him 1o explore. At
the moment, Gunn stands to the
left of a blonde ternale custom-
er with his matteo gun pointed
10 her upper back. As she grits
her teeth into a wincing smile,
Counn grins and shifes his shaggy
beown hair away from his blue
cyes This, after all, is his life.
.-’tnd fnr {;uhn. [i.h' B art.

Becoming an artise
Gunn genes. The son of two
art teachers, Gunn attended the
High Schoal for the Performing
"|’|'|.|.|J1 .‘n‘!: ifi Huhulsl'l, wl'tcrt

s N

he grew up, and later the North
Carolina School of Are. When

Gunn moved ll Austin about

14 years ago, he entered the
world of tattooing after drawing
beautifual rattoos for his friends
that had less-than-stellae ﬂd

resulns.

*I ot sick of sceing my Flu'mk- b

with crappy utiposy Gunn says.
“1 had designed them.baguthe

artists really gcrewed them up.'
Beyond his frastration, Gulin
sought a carcerin which
he could have the free-
dom 1o woek in 3
Laid-back
atmaosphere,

o | wanted
to be able o
ksok however |
looked, and
dress hoew-

fo campud.
Tattoos
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2 Laugh. “When you first seary off,
you mess all the tmoos up. But
youl learn, and it a ]1i5|'| = there's

nothing more exciting than sec-
ing somcone i Lattoo turn out bet-
ver than you thought.”
Apparently, 3 lot of his -
toos wurn our that way, Gunn
won Best Tatvoo Artise in Austin
in The Austin Chroniche’s 2004
and 2005 polls. After more than
a decade in the business, the
affable tareoo artist has estab-
lished his own vivid and coloe-

NORTH

Chris Gainn,
owmer of Southuide Taitoe
om Sonth Comgren, hay been tarrooing
Anssinizes for maore than a decarle.

ever | wanred

Like many

*.

a suit and tie,” he says.

artists, Gaan learned his crafy
:hmgbmlpptﬂumuhlp “Once

not have o wear

aspiring rartoo

fal sivle. “I'm like the beighe,
ld 4.-'-|m' E”‘"- ke says, He alo
likes to take Jspanese images
and modernize them into b
seli-proclaimed “Meo-=Japanee”
style, Ai he speaks, Gunt ne-
toon the image of Mark Hyden's

O
Sombabde Tonon, oo arcis
Michael Moeels tapes a piece of | 2
grew up cutside Chicago bt has
worked all
T everywhere from Florida
o Germany 1o Thailand. Right

Faury pufple pager
25 be sests his next client. Like
Giann, Noeris” creative tendencies
are bn hin bood

¥ | Southslde
year and 2

the opposite cnd o

w his kg
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Tarwo for about 4
has been

1995, He

huald, but he

over the world, 1

“Mercurial Witer,” an appropei-
avely coloshul image of 3 worman
sarroanded by animals. When
asked about the bewt tarms he
has ever created, be replics, “The

| one I'm doing right mow. lrs

abways the one I'm doing right
o, ow e :41."!' i F-""'l a your
last tattoo,”

Michael Norris

Firnily,” MNoeris says of an. “Twe
J|U|J:.'\ been an amise. [ paint, [
blewr phass and 1 muke ar out of
jll:ﬂhlr.f I can [asla hunds on."
| From the dkeaches and paintings
| on hi wall 10 the Ih.u-:.'llﬂ'ﬁﬂ-
A pacn 'u.'u||=‘.|.'.|v|: o his lefn, b
point & iffirmed. Bt Lilleeng
remaing his favorise art form, he
save, “because it’s the hardes.”

| MNoeris has  worked st

mow, b surveys an image of a
blue, black and yellow angher

fushs thas be i sbout 1o ink on his |

client’s meck. “Do you want it as
b as wer cam get ! be xiks, She
“That's my plel” he wys
with & wink of his blue eyes,
Svorrhs has

cent persoeuliey that mukes him

nosds
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ogy and wunts 1w disprove se

|
peotypes ahous tmoo parkors and

i A mercotype o oa :
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friendbe, Or dean cut. Or don't |
o dnagy.” A hos of people are very |
ptimaced by ua until we disam
them with our fricndliness.”

Ai prescet, Notris has 45-50
percent of his body covered in
| tatpoos. And ke many wareoo

afscionmdos, he wants more. He
sy the procem of peeting & ut
oo fa inbere, and it heals peo
I he moses
“Ten an eruach 3 counsch as any
thimg, This ks not jumn picrures; |
(s cathamic. In's art therapy.
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eoon that Perofee and

their wnderbying bone and ma
wracture. He adores the bea
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